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TAGS: OVIPMY 

SUB J : VICE PRESIDENTIAL VISIT 

REF: STATE 2930 

1 . IN THE ABSENCE OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER, I CALLED ON 
ACTING FOREIGN OFFICE SECRETARY GENERAL DATUK ZAKARIA 
BIN HAJI MOHD. ALI TO INFORM HIM OF PROJECTED VISIT 
OF VICE PRESIDENT MARCH 27-28. HE SAID THAT HIS GOVERNMENT 
WAS MOST PLEASED AT THE PROSPECT OF A VISIT FROM THE 
VICE PRESIDENT AND REGRETTED THAT HIS COMMITMENTS 
REQUIRED IT TO BE SO BRIEF. HE SAID THAT HE COULD 
NOT TELL ME WHETHER THE DATES CREATED ANY PROBLEMS FOR 
THE MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT, BUT WOULD CHECK WITH THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S OFFICE AND CONFIRM THE SUITABILITY OF THE 
TIME PROPOSED. THE ANSWER, HOWEVER, WOULD PROBABLY 
HAVE TO AWAIT THE PRIME MINISTER'S RETURN FROM HIS 
PRESENT CONVALESCENT SOJOURN ABROAD. ZAKARIA UNDERSTOOD 
THE REASONS WHY THE VISIT HAD TO BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL 
FOR THE TIME BEING. 

2. 1 WOULD ANTICIPATE A STATE DINNER ON SATURDAY EVENING, 
MARCH 27, AND AN INFORMAL MEETING ON SUNDAY MORNING WITH 
THE PRIME MINISTER AND HIS SENIOR ADVISERS. A ONE O'CLOCK 
TAKEOFF WOULD REQUIRE A 12:15 DEPARTURE FOR THE AIRPORT 
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